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Comment Letter S001 (Moses Stites, Public Utilities Commission, April 26, 2010) 
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Comment Letter S001 - Continued 
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Response to Letter S001 (Moses Stites, Public Utilities Commission, April 26, 2010) 

S001-1 
Comment acknowledged. 
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Comment Letter S002 (Tom Dumas, Department of Transportation, April 26, 2010) 
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Comment Letter S002 - Continued 
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Comment Letter S002 - Continued 
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Response to Letter S002 (Tom Dumas, Department of Transportation, April 26, 2010) 

S002-1 
Traffic impact and mitigation strategies are reviewed at the program 
level in Section 3.1, Traffic, Transit, Circulation, and Parking, of the 
2008 Final Program EIR and Section 2.3, Revised Traffic Analysis:  
San Jose to Gilroy, of the 2010 Revised Draft Program EIR Material.  
As noted in both, a traffic impacts study will be conducted at the 
project-level, which will include a detailed evaluation of traffic, 
parking, pedestrian, bicycle, transit, construction and cumulative 
transportation impacts of the proposed HST project.  This 
information will identify:  (1) Changes in traffic volumes on regional 
roadways that result from HST construction and operations (2) 
Changes in traffic volumes on local streets that result from 
passengers accessing/leaving HST stations, from project 
construction, and from other HST related roadway changes, and the 
effect of these changed volumes on roadway operations and critical 
intersections. (3) The analysis of number of parking spaces required 
and the placement of the parking facilities will be evaluated. 
Potential parking impacts will be evaluated based on the existing and 
future parking supply and the projected parking demand. Parking 
demand will be based upon the patronage and mode of access 
forecasts at each proposed station, including parking and related 
circulation impacts for adjacent neighborhoods. (4) potential impacts 
to transit including potential for inadequate capacity of feeder bus 
service, potential for traffic congestion from project to disrupt or 
delay bus service that serve or run near stations or other transit 
operations. Potential impacts of project construction on transit 
service will also be evaluated in detail. (5) The project-level traffic 
impact analysis study will also evaluate the effect of the project and 
project construction on existing and planned pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities. Potential impacts on pedestrian and bicycle connections to 
and across HST facilities will be analyzed. Detailed information and 
analysis of potential traffic impacts including  impacts to pedestrian 
and bike facilities and feasible mitigation measures will be included 
in project-level EIR/EIS. (6) Cumulative potential traffic impacts due 
to the proposed project. Detailed information and analysis of impacts 

and feasible mitigation measures will be included in project-level 
EIS/EIR. 

S002-2 
Comment acknowledged.  Coordination is occurring at all levels. 

S002-3 
Comment acknowledged.  Coordination is occurring at all levels. 

S002-4 
Public Outreach is not an area identified by the Superior Court for 
further work to comply with CEQA and we note this is a comment on 
project level work, not the content of the Revised Draft Program 
EIR.  However, it is the Authority’s mission to be transparent and 
accountable to the people of California. 

It is the Authority’s goal to reach as many stakeholders and 
interested parties as possible with thorough, accurate information 
about the planned high-speed rail system and its progress. Those 
stakeholders and interested parties range from California residents 
and community groups to elected officials, the financial industry, 
international governments, and private businesses.  

The Authority’s outreach efforts occur on dual but complementary 
tracks. The first is the public engagement required as vital steps 
within the environmental review and planning process. This occurs 
on a section-by-section local level. The second track is general public 
awareness of the project, managed at the statewide level.  

In the Bay Area’s Peninsula, the Authority, the project management 
team and its regional management team have pursued a structured 
decision-making approach to better fit the high-speed train to the 
local communities it serves. Known as Context Sensitive Solutions, 
and offered as a tool by members of the local community, it is a 
collaborative, interdisciplinary approach that attempts to ensure 
input from all stakeholders. It is an approach that helps preserve and 
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enhance scenic, aesthetic, historic, community, and environmental 
resources, while improving or maintaining safety, mobility, and 
infrastructure conditions. 

S002-5 
See Response to Comment S002-1. 

S002-6 
See Response to Comment S002-1. 

S002-7 
Project-specific impacts to the state highway system and feasible 
mitigation measures will be analyzed and discussed in the project-
level EIR/EIS. This will be documented in a Traffic, Transit, 
Circulation and Parking Report.  Please see Response to Comment 
S002-1.   

S002-8 
The intercity highway improvements included as part of the No 
Project Alternative are identified by county in Appendix 2-A of the 
2008 Final Program EIR. 

S002-9 
Close coordination with Caltrans, to include submission of 
engineering plans, will occur during subsequent alternative analysis 
and preliminary engineering phases of the project. Caltrans will have 
the opportunity to review, evaluate and comment on the proposed 
project's design to ensure conformance with Caltrans requirements.. 

S002-10 
A Traffic Control Plan will be developed to mitigate potential adverse 
effects to highways and roadway Level of Service, disruption to 
transit service, parking, emergency access, and non-motorized travel 
identified to occur during project construction.  A Traffic Control Plan 
or construction traffic impact study will be submitted to Caltrans for 
approval prior to construction for work within or adjacent to Caltrans 
right-of-way. 

S002-11 
Comment acknowledged.  A Traffic Management Plan will be 
prepared during the construction phase of the project.  All bus and 
rail transit providers affected by the project should be notified well in 
advance of construction in order to minimize any transit service 
disruptions.  

S002-12 
The Authority is working directly with Caltrans as part of a Master 
Agreement related to the HST project.  Caltrans staff have been part 
of agency reviews of the environmental methodologies for project-
level environmental studies.  The project-level documents will utilize 
these methodologies and document formats for the HST program. 

S002-13 
Comment acknowledged. 

S002-14 
Comment acknowledged. 

S002-15 
Methodologies for project level environmental analyses were 
developed by the Authority and the FRA in consultation with 
agencies.  An Aesthetics and Visual Quality Technical Report is being 
prepared at the project level.  The methodology for this is similar to 
the Visual Impact Assessment in the Caltrans SER. 

S002-16 
Each of the HST segment project level environmental documents will 
comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  
The previous program level environmental documents prepared by 
the FRA and the Authority have been done in compliance with 
Section 106 and coordination has occurred with the State Historic 
Preservation Office.  
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S002-17 
The appropriate encroachment permit process will be followed in 
accordance with Caltrans requirements. Coordination for 
procurement of encroachment permits will occur with the Caltrans 
District office within which the proposed improvements reside.  

S002-18 
Plans for construction of improvements within the Caltrans right of 
way will be in accordance with Caltrans standards and specifications 
and will stamped and signed by a California professional engineer.  
In accordance with requirements of the PID process detailed 
information will be developed and submitted to Caltrans. 

S002-19 
The project will conform with all ADA requirements in accordance 
with State and Federal laws. 

S002-20 
Construction within Caltrans right-of-way would not start without 
first obtaining any necessary encroachment permit in accordance 
with Caltrans requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 




